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the one or more anm»^rob^X s ^letals are provided as a coating on, or filler in, a dressing, 
or in a pharmaceutical composi\^on\^^ more pharmaceutically and dermatologically 
acceptable carriers, diluents or excipients suitable for topical administration. 



5. (Once AmendSd^^e method as set forth in claim 1, wherein the pharmaceutical 



com P° s itio n includes a nanocrystalline^>o^d^of one or more antimicrobial metals, or a solution 
^- y / containing dissolved species from a nanocrystaHirie powder or coating of one or more 
, antimicrobial metals. . 



j> ^ provided on a dressing, 




7. (Once Amended) The rrtethQd as set forth in claim 1, wherein the coating is 




JO. (Once Amended) The method as set forth in claim 7, wherein the coating 
comprises f 

a base la>^of partly reflective material capable of generating an interference colour 
when covered with a p^rtW reflective, partly light transmissive top layer; and 

a top layer formed ov^aid base layer, said top layer being a partly reflective, partly 
light transmissive thin film containing at least one noble metal in nanocrystalline form and 
having a thickness so that a first or secohd order interference colour is produced, said top layer 
having a refractive index different from that oisaid base layer, and the noble metal being formed 
with sufficient atomic disorder so that the top layervin contact with an alcohol or water based 
electrolyte, releases ions, atoms, molecules or clusters^ the noble metal into the alcohol or 
water based electrolyte on a sustainable basis. 



1 1 . (Once Amended) The method as set forth in claim "bQ, wherein the dressing is 
fixed in place with an occlusive or semi-occlusive layer which maintain^ the dressing in a moist 
condition.— . 



Add the following new claims. 
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-17. ^New) A method of treating acne conditions, comprising: 
f£>S contactin^^n acne problem area of a patient with a therapeutically effective amount of a 

pharmaceutical composition to provide a localized antimicrobial anti-inflammatory effect, 
wherein: 

the pharmaceutical comrYo^itiontaomprises: 

antimicrobial silyer in aWnocrystalline form; and 

one or more phar^ceuticallV^id^lennatologically acceptable carriers, diluents 
or excipients suitable for topical administration; and 

the antimicrobial silver has sufficient atomic disorder so that the silver, when in contact 
with an alcohol or water-based electrolyte, releases atoms, rons, molecules, or clusters of silver 
into the alcohol or water-based electrolyte at a concentration sufficient to provide a localized 
antimicrobial and anti-inflammatory effect. 



18. (New) The method as set ib^h in claim 17, wherein the pharmaceutical 

ining the antimicrobial silver in a 
;ht. 



\ ^ composition comprises a gel, cream or lotion co 

nanocrystalline form in an amount of 0.01 to 5% by 



19. (New) The method as sef 
nanocrystalline form has sufficient atomic 
the water based electrolyte, the silver releases 




17, wherein the antimicrobial silver in 
that, when in contact with the alcohol or 
ms, molecules or clusters of silver into the 



alcohol or the water-based electrolyte on a sustainable ba&s. 



20. (New) Th$i*i§thod as set forth in claim 17, wherein the antimicrobial silver in 
nanocrystalline form has a grain sfo&vQf less than 100 nanometers in at least one dimension. 

21. (New) The method as set forth in cteiqi 17, wherein the antimicrobial silver in 
nanocrystalline form has a grain size of less than 50 nanorhoters in at least one dimension. 



22. (New) The method as set forth in claim 17, wherein thfe^ntimicrobial silver in 
nanocrystalline form has a grain size of less than 25 nanometers in at least one dimension.- 



